
 

 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

(SIMPO) 

 

MINUTES OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING 

ON NOVEMBER 14, 2016 

IN MARION, ILLINOIS 

 

Members Present: 

 

Name       Agency 

  

Gary Williams      City of Carbondale 

Steve Frattini      City of Herrin 

Robert Butler      City of Marion 

Ron Mitchell      Village of Crainville 

Julie Peterson       Jackson County 

Jim Marlo       Williamson County 

Adam Lach, Proxy     Rides Mass Transit 

Carrie Nelson      IDOT 

 

Others Present: 

 

Name       Agency 
  

Betsy Tracy (by phone)     FWHA 

Holly Ostdick (by phone)     IDOT  

Chris Wallace      City of Carbondale 

Kyle Harfst      SIU  

Cary Minnis      Greater Egypt 

Joe Zdankiewicz       Greater Egypt 

Margie Mitchell      Greater Egypt 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

Mr. Marlo, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm and welcomed everyone. He asked everyone to 

introduce themselves. 

 

Approval of October 11
th

, 2016 Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Ms. Peterson noted that Ted Guxerrez name was misspelled in the October minutes.  Ms. Peterson moved to approve 

the October 11, 2016, Minutes of the Policy Committee Meeting as corrected.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Butler.  The motion carried. 

 

Approval of TIP Amendment 

 

Mr. Zdankiewicz requested approval of the 1
st
 amendment to the TIP this year.  It is a safety project on the interstate 

from south of Herrin Road in Johnston City to Morgan Avenue in Marion, for a guardrail.  Ms. Peterson moved to 

approve FY 2017-20 Tip Amendment #1, addition of a median cable guardrail from south of Herrin Road in 

Johnston City to Morgan Avenue in Marion .  The motion was seconded by Mr. Lach.  The motion carried. 

 

Transit Study Report 

 

Joe noted that the TAC was authorized to approve the contractual bills.  Copy of the bill from Lochmueller was 

attached for your information.  It was approved by the TAC at their meeting last week. 

 

Joe reported Lochmueller group has met with the three transit providers:  Rides Mass Transit, Jackson County Mass 

Transit, and Saluki Express.  They requested data from each provider and are analyzing the information.  They also 

conducted field observations of the routes.  The study is in the beginning stages.  It is hoped that the data will meet 



the targets of the Small Transit Intensive Cities Fund to get additional transit funds for the area.   Carrie asked about 

Shawnee Transit that provides medical services to the area.  They are contacting all providers that come in and out 

of the MPO area. 

 

FY 2016 Federal Funds Obligation Report 

 

The Federal Obligation Report-includes FY 16 projects in the TIP.  In the funds obligated column it marked “yes” or 

“no”.  The funds for some project were obligated in FY 2015 Advance Construction;    a couple projects were let in 

April of 2016, one was let in June 2016.  One project was rescheduled for FY 2019.  All the transit funds were 

obligated. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Carbondale to Murphysboro Bike Route 

 

Joe reported the Bike Study report for the Carbondale to Murphysboro is almost complete, need final cost estimates.  

At their last meeting, the study group recommended a preferred alternative for the bike route.  The route is along 

Route 13 with an underpass halfway between the cities at an abandoned rail line.  This will connect well with the 

ITEP grant Carbondale has received.  If Old Route 13 was used there would be a lot of opposition regarding ROW.  

Ms. Nelson noted there would be a Route 13 crossover at Wood Road.  Route was selected as it would serve as 

recreational and as a destination route. Question was asked if motorized bicycles will be allowed on the route, yes 

they will. Ms. Nelson suggested adding the city limits to the map. 

 

Other MPO Business 

 

Joe noted that next month we will be discussing FY 2018 studies.  If you have any studies in mind, be ready to talk 

about them next month.  One idea staff has is safe routes to schools.  Have a consultant meet with each school to 

identify the routes needed for safe walking paths to schools. A list of projects could be prepared with cost estimates, 

so projects would be ready to request funding.  It was mentioned that list of ramp improvements is needed.  IDOT 

wants to spent funds where they are most needed.  Special needs areas with adult populations could be identified. 

 

Comment was made about a bike plan for Williamson County. 

 

Discussion was held regarding the selection of STU projects, how they are evaluated and the voting procedures.  Mr. 

Minnis reviewed how the voting process, including the super majority, was set up early for the MPO.  It was noted 

that Jackson County has 2 representatives; Williamson County has 5, and a representative from IDOT and the 

Transit Districts.  Comment that the by-laws may need to be reviewed to require a negative vote from each county to 

disapprove the motion nominating a project.  Discussion should be undertaken.  Last month was the first time there 

were no votes regarding STU funds.   The Technical Advisory Committee evaluates and scores the projects and 

generally recommends the project that scores the highest.   Comment was made that it seems smaller communities 

are not getting projects approved, when do they have a chance.   If changes are made, the Intergovernmental 

Agreement will have to be signed by all the members of the MPO and the State.   These concerns will be taken 

under advisement.    Staff will survey the members and see what is working and not working in the review process 

of STU projects.  Cary noted that he had talked with everyone before the original Agreement was finalized and 

signed. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Ms. Nelson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. Butler. The meeting adjourned 

at 1:40 pm. 


