
 

 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

(SIMPO) 

 

MINUTES OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING 

ON MAY 9, 2016 

IN MARION, ILLINOIS 

 

Members Present: 

 

Name       Agency 

  

Gary Williams                    City of Carbondale 

Brad Robinson      City of Carterville 

Steve Frattini      City of Herrin 

Robert Butler      City of Marion 

Ron Mitchell      Village of Crainville 

Julie Peterson       Jackson County 

Jim Marlo      Williamson County 

Carrie Nelsen      IDOT 

   

Others Present: 

 

Name       Agency 
  

Betsy Tracy       FHWA      

Doug Keirn      IDOT  

Larry Piche      IDOT 

Tom Somers      City of Herrin 

Cary Minnis, Executive Director    Greater Egypt 

Joe Zdankiewicz, Director of Transportation Planning Greater Egypt 

Margie Mitchell, Program Director    Greater Egypt 

 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

Mr. Marlo, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm and welcomed everyone present.  He asked all present 

to introduce themselves.  

 

Approval of  April 11
th

 , 2016 Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Mr. Butler moved to approve the April 11, 2016, Minutes of the Policy Committee Meeting as received.  The motion 

was seconded by Mr. Frattini.  The motion carried. 

 

Approve Payment of Bills 

 

Joe requested approval of the Crawford, Murphy, Tilly invoice in the amount of $7,132.59.   The consultant is 

working on the Downtown Traffic Study in Carbondale.  They have initiated Data Collection items and reviewed 

traffic counts. Received an email today to set up a meeting the week of May 23 so the firm can move forward.  

This project is on a fast track.  Staff recommends approval of the invoice. 

 

Ms. Nelson made a motion to approve paying the Crawford, Murphy,Tilly invoice in the amount of $7,132.59.   The 

motion was seconded by Mr.  Frattini .  The motion carried. 

 

SIMPO FY 2017 Draft UPWP   

 

Mr. Minnis noted the Commission is making a change in the Indirect Cost Plan.  The Administrative salaries 

weren’t previously, but are now part of the indirect costs.  The net result is the indirect cost (overhead) is higher.  



Indirect costs include certain tasks and costs that benefit all the Commission programs.  The change does not affect 

the total MPO budget amount, just where expenses are allocated.  Changes were made to meet the US Department of 

Commerce, EDA, guidelines and will be used for all the Commission grants and contracts.  EDA is the 

Commission’s cognizant agency. 

 

Ms. Peterson made a motion to approve the SIMPO FY 17 Draft UPWP.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frattini.  

The motion carried. 

 

 

SIMPO FY 2017 - FY 2020 DRAFT SIMPO TIP 

 

Joe said the draft TIP was approved last month.  Since then staff met with IDOT Local Roads to discuss projects in 

the TIP.    Two FY 16 projects were rolled over to FY 2017, Herrin and the Carbondale Roundabout.  IDOT no 

longer has the flexibility to move funds for program overruns and lapsed from one FY to the next. Herrin Road 

project was moved out of the TIP, could bring it back in later.  Local Roads moved the Carbondale Roundabout to 

FY 2019.  These are two changes from the TIP that was approved last month.  Updated draft needs to match the 

IDOT program.  Need to make any changes before the TIP is posted on the web site for a comment period.  The 

final approval will be in June. 

 

The Herrin project was discussed.  Mayor Frattini noted Herrin would like to move forward with their project as 

their financial situation has improved.  Possibly the PE and  ROW could come  from High Priority Projects (HPP) 

funds (different from STU funds)  and the project be on stand-by for construction in FY 2021.  HPP funds have 

some flexibility for their use. 

 

Discussed the scoring on the STU Projects submitted.  The next project should have the engineering, ROW, and 

construction costs split out.   Project readiness does not have a lot of weight, maybe it should.  The larger 

communities could score high on project readiness if their PE and ROW were completed since they may have funds 

available to do this part of a project.  It was noted that small communities may never get a project as they probably 

don’t have the resources for PE and ROW.  They should have a chance at projects.  The first STU projects did not 

have the engineering, ROW, and construction broken out, now they do.   All STU funds are now leveraged 80/20.   

 

Projects will be monitored in the future to track work completed. 

 

After discussion, Mr. Frattini moved to approve the SIMPO FY 2017-2020 TIP with the following  changes, the 

Herrin project with the engineering and ROW from HPP funds in FY 2017 if available and construction in FY 2020 

if possible.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Mitchell.  The motion carried. 

 

Question was asked if the Herrin funds would be lost.  No they won’t.  Ms. Nelson noted there is real threat  that 

funds not spent in a FY can be lost.  Question was asked if a new project for FY 2021 could be selected.  No way to 

answer this now. 

 

 

Recommended Functional Classification Changes 

 

Mr. Keirn said that every five years IDOT looks at the functional classifications of the roadway network in the state.  

The Springfield office makes recommendations. New guidelines were issued in 2013.  Copies of recommendations 

were given to the Technical Advisory Committee to review.  The locals need to agree or request changes.  Minor 

collectors are eligible for federal funds in the urban area.  Minor collectors in the rural area would still be eligible for 

federal funds.  Some roads went back to local roads and aren’t eligible for federal funds. The Technical Advisory 

Committee will bring recommendations to their next meeting, will approve at the June Policy Committee meeting. 

 

Other MPO Business 

 

Joe noted the RFQ for the Transit Study has been posted.  The closing date is May 16.  After that the Technical 

Advisory Committee will rank the proposals and then a selection will be made.  

 

Joe mentioned the Brooks Act, regarding procurement code for professional service.  When using federal funds, the 

local agency would need to procure engineering services, need to advertise, have criteria to evaluate those who 

apply, and interview.  This would require more work.  A proposed house/senate bill increases the limit of exempt 



contracts from $25,000 to $75,000.   The federal limit is $150,000.  Might want to contact your legislators to support 

language changes regarding federal funded engineering projects.  

 

Adjourn 

 

Ms. Nelson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. Robinson. The meeting 

adjourned at 1:55 pm. 


