
 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

(SIMPO) 

 

MINUTES OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING 

ON DECEMBER 11, 2017  

IN MARION, ILLINOIS 

 

Members Present: 

 

Name       Agency 

  

Gary Williams      City of Carbondale 

Anthony Rinella                                                                          City of Marion 

Ron Ellis                                                                                      Williamson County   

Ron Mitchell      Village of Crainville 

Julie Peterson       Jackson County 

Bill Jung      Rides Mass Transit 

 

Others Present: 

 

Name       Agency 
 

Kyle Harfst                                                                                SIU 

Doug Keirn                                                                                  IDOT 

Chris Wallace                                                                              City of Carbondale 

Ted Gutierrez      Jackson County Mass Transit 

Cary Minnis      Greater Egypt   

Joe Zdankiewicz       Greater Egypt 

Abra Phillips      Greater Egypt 

 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

Mr. Jung, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. He had everyone introduce themselves and welcomed 

all present.  

 

Approval of the October 10th, 2017 Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Mr. Mitchell moved to approve the October 10th, 2017 Minutes of the Policy Committee Meeting as received.   

Seconded by Mr. Ellis.  The motion carried.   

 

Consultant Studies Update (HLR & TWM) 

 

HLR – HLR is doing the study of the Route 13 corridor relating to traffic signal performance. Mr. Zdankiewicz 

mentioned that HLR has completed inventory and the study is underway, they have presented their data in table 

form and next will be forming a draft report, which should be completed in January or February. No bills received to 

date. 

 

TWM – TWM is doing the Illinois Route 13 Pedestrian Study in Marion (Garfield & Otis). They’ve had meetings 

with multiple stakeholders to get the public’s opinion and performed traffic counts this past summer. So far, the 

counts have consistently been in the 40’s on Otis and in the 20’s on Garfield. However, there is a new Casey’s being 

built by Garfield (should be done by Spring 2018), which will likely change the pedestrian traffic pattern a great 

deal. Mr. Zdankiewicz suggests putting the study on pause until around May of 2018, and doing new counts before 

making any decisions on where to put a crosswalk. This involves extending the money into FY19, and we will be 

able to carry over the $35,000 in funds that remain. Mr. Ellis made a motion to put the study on pause, seconded by 

Mr. Rinella. The motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



FY-2019 UPWP Kickoff 

 

Mr. Zdankiewicz mentioned that it’s time to start thinking about projects for planning money (roughly $100,000) for 

FY2019. Mr. Zdankiewicz suggested looking into ADA transition plans (finding inventory deficiencies and forming 

a plan to address them), and a safe routes to school inventory throughout the MPO (involves contacting schools to 

find out where they have needs for a sidewalk). Mr. Keirn mentioned looking into studies that will try to generate 

funds for projects related to safety and crash data that has been collected. Mr. Zdankiewicz attached some ideas that 

have been done by others, one of particular interest was a smarter travel project (done in Dubuque, Iowa). 

Applications for FY2019 studies will be taken in the spring, and anything not put in this coming year will be put on 

hold until after FY2020 because then it will be time to update the long range plan. 

 

I-57 Road Safety Assessment (IDOT) 

 

Mr. Keirn from IDOT presented a slideshow on the RSA that was performed in November. This particular RSA was 

initiated last spring after the occurrence of multiple fatal crashes on I-57. The RSA was done on November 17
th

 

along the I-57 corridor from MP44 to MP97. The team consisted of the Bureau of Safety, Bureau of Operations, 

FHWA, two members of the Illinois State Police, and a member from the consultants that we used. They looked at 

all crashes along the corridor and identified patterns and trends, looking for opportunities for safety and to reduce 

the severity and frequency of crashes.  

 

Some issues that were found are loose millings along the edge drop off (making it hard to recover from going off 

road); narrow medians; lots of trees on the slopes and close to the curves; unrepaired guardrails; missing markers 

and reflectors; and dull/aging striping that is hard to see at night.  

 

Some suggestions for improvement are to widen the shoulders; flatten the slopes (in the median) and make it more 

recoverable; tree removal; fixing the striping, lenses, and markers; install chevron on selected curves; and to add 

more parking for trucks. It was also mentioned that minimizing lane closures by avoiding working during peak 

hours would be helpful. A specific area of concern is the I24/I57 merge; it needs better markings and maybe route 

marking symbols on the pavement.  

 

Mr. Keirn mentioned that we should have a final report from the RSA team in about four months, which will be 

followed by a response report from IDOT. 

 

Other MPO Business   

 

Mr. Zdankiewicz mentioned that staff has submitted three ITEP applications for a sidewalk in Crainville 

(downtown), pedestrian and safety improvements in downtown Herrin, and a multi-use trail across the John A. 

Logan campus. Carbondale has also submitted an application for another piece of their bike path.  

 

Mr. Jung mentioned that they had some open bids for the Marion Park Rides project (at state regional VA), have 

finally gotten some viable bids, and should be starting construction in March. 

 

 

Adjourn 

 

Mr. Jung made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Rinella. The meeting adjourned at 1:43 p.m. 


