
 

 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

(SIMPO) 

 

MINUTES OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

ON NOVEMBER 7, 2016 

 

Members Present:  

 

Name       Agency 

 

Chris Wallace      City of Carbondale 

John Crawford      City of Carterville 

Doug Phillips      City of Marion 

Grant Guthman      Jackson County  

Greg Smothers      Williamson County 

Bill Jung      Rides Mass Transit 

Larry Piche      IDOT 

 

Others Present: 

 

Name       Agency 

 

Doug Keirn      IDOT 

Julie Peterson      Jackson County   

Cary Minnis      GERPDC  

Joe Zdankiewicz     GERPDC 

Tyler Carpenter      GERPDC 

Margie Mitchell      GERPDC 

 
Welcome and Introductions 

 

Mr. Guthman, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:01 pm.  He welcomed all present.  

 

Approval of October 5
th

, 2016 TAC Meeting Minutes 

 

Mr. Crawford made the motion to approve the Technical Advisory Committee Minutes of October 5
th

, 2016, 

Meeting as received.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Smothers.  The motion carried. 

 

Approval of TIP Amendment 

 

Mr. Zdankiewicz requested approval of TIP Amendment No. 1, the IDOT HSIP Project for a Median Cable 

Guardrail from Morgan Avenue to South of Herrin Road in Johnston City.  Mr. Wallace reminded Joe of the recent 

ITEP grant award for a bike path in the city of Carbondale.  A TIP amendment will be needed to add that project to 

the TIP. 

 

Mr. Jung made the motion to recommend approval of the FY 2017-2020 Tip Amendment #1 for a Median Cable 

Guardrail from Morgan Avenue to South of Herrin Road in Johnston City. The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Guthman.  The motion carried. 

 

Approve Payment of Bills 

 

Mr. Zdankiewicz requested approval of a bill from the Lochmueller Group in the amount of $8,327.50 for the 

Transit Study.  They have met with the transit officials and asked them to complete a data request.  The information 

has been received and Lochmueller Group is working on compiling and analyzing the information.  Mr. Minnis told 

the Committee that the Technical Advisory Committee can now approve the bills for this contract providing that 

they are within the original scope and budget, approval by the Policy Committee is not required. 



 

Mr. Crawford moved to approve the Lochmueller Group invoice in the amount of $8,327.50.   The motion was 

seconded by Mr.  Piche.  The motion carried. 

 

FY 2016 Federal Funds Obligation Report 

 

Joe discussed the Report, noting the Federal Funds Obligated column, most were answered yes.  Regarding the No 

answers, Mr. Keirn said the vertical alignment change at the intersection of Wolf Creek Road has been let so answer 

should be Yes.  The RCUT Old IL 13/Norman Road intersection was let in June 2016.  The Carbondale Roundabout 

at Grand Avenue and Lewis Lane has been rescheduled for FY 2019.  Funds for the Green Earth project were 

obligated in FY 2015.   All the Transit funds have been obligated. 

 

 

Carbondale to Murphysboro Bike Plan 

 

Joe reported the Bike Study Group has met twice.  Five alternatives were presented to the group.  At the meeting in 

October, the selected preferred alternative was a side path along Route 13; this alternative was less expensive than 

Old Route 13 as much more ROW would be needed along Old IL 13.   The group wanted a route that anyone would 

be comfortable riding their bicycles.  The draft report has been completed and sent to the Study Group for 

comments.  Joe will send to the Technical Advisory Committee for comments.  Once the final document is 

approved, the project will be ready to implement, which is going to take some time but a plan will be in place so the 

project can be implemented in affordable segments.  The map of the preferred alternative and supplemental 

connections was reviewed and discussed.  It was noted that some ROW will be needed.  Maintenance of the path 

was discussed, Carbondale and Murphysboro would accept the sections in their Cities, a very short section is in the 

county – need to discuss jurisdiction of that section with the agencies involved.  

 

 

 

Other MPO Business 

 

Mr. Crawford noted the Carterville project will be put off until April 2017. 

 

Joe noted that next month we need to start planning what should be done with the planning dollars next year, any 

items or needs committee is aware of.  Staff has talked about safe routes to schools, any needs in the MPO for 

sidewalk. Needs could be identified, cost estimates prepared, and apply for grant funding.  Carbondale needs further 

study for possible road diets on Mill and Wall streets.              

 

Mr. Minnis said Joe is doing a great job on the in-house studies and Tyler is doing mapping. 

 

The functional mapping classifications have been approved and IDOT Carbondale office is receiving the maps. 

 

Adjourn   

 

Mr. Wallace made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Smothers.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 1:43 pm. 

 

 


